
Fires, drought and pandemics 
 oh my!

We made it through yet another year of 
uncertainty and chaos but In any case, it 
can't hurt to practice some gratitude and 
express some heartfelt thanks to folks 
around that make this country a better 

place to live!

This year Region 4 was not divided into two separate grizzly bear 
management districts.  The Bear Managers out of the Choteau office 
and Conrad office shared the entire region.  Who ever was closer and 
available responded to bear calls.  This report consisted  of work 
coordinated by the Conrad Field Office.  The final management 

  2021 was relatively a mild year for grizzly bear conflicts 
.  

Conflict prevention and response efforts consisted of a variety of 
education and implement measures such as electric fencing, 
removing dead carcasses, cleaned up spilled grain, distributed air 
horns, deployed trail cameras, hazed grizzly bears and more.  We 
established the first call tree for Dupuyer and answered 144 service 
requests, 208 contacts for information, 49 bear observations, & 44 bear 
complaints (445 phone contacts total).  There were 15 Livestock 
depredations (responded along with Wildlife Services)and five property 
damage complaints. 
Contact Wesley Sarmento for questions or concerns at 406-450-1097 

 MRLA donated $1000 to Opportunity Bank towards 
the Denton Fire relief fund and challenged other 
people and organizations to donate as well. When 
contacting Opportunity Bank January 12th, we were 
informed that there was $853,418.00 in donations 
and still coming in.  There has been a board formed 
to decide how to distribute the funds.  Applications 
are being accepted for people  needing help.  Go to 
our website and click on the Denton Fire Relief 
fund and you will be directed for more information.
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https://www.countryliving.com/life/g28564406/gratitude-quotes/
https://www.countryliving.com/life/g29536898/thankful-quotes/


I don’t know if words can explain how interesting it can be to talk to one man about his 
history and about the past.  Visiting with Doug Demearst really brought me back and 
made me visualize how important it is to work together and survive. So here is a short 
story of an exceptional man.  I only wish I had room for it all. Here is the story in 
Doug’s own words.

FEATURED RANCHER  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Interview by Maureen Hoggan

I was born in 1940 in Great Falls, Montana. My Grandfather 
ranched on the West End of the Cypress Hills in Alberta Canada 
between 1901 – 1906.  At that time there wasn’t homesteads only 
squatters’ rights in that area.  The winter of 1906 & 1907 pretty 
much broke everyone. In 1907 Grandad came down where I am 
now in the Sweet Grass Hills.  Grandad had 4 children, my dad 
and three sisters. They all lived into their 90’s.

My family kept buying more and more land whenever they could 
afford it and in those years  we were always in debt.  My 
grandfather started buying land in 1907 and the last land we 
bought was in 1951.  Our land is broken up between the East 
Butte, Middle Butte and the home place.  My grandfather drove a 

Dad met my mother when she came out to teach school.  That is how most of the ranchers found their wives back 
then.  In 1936 they were married.  I have a sister Auvern, who now lives north of Seattle and is a retired nurse.  

I went to summer school all through the eight-grade starting in March and ending in December in Whitlash.  A lot of 
country schools were held in the summer as the roads were so bad you could not get in or out in the winter.

I graduated from the 8th grade in December and didn’t start high school till the next fall.  I didn’t want to go to school 
so I made a deal with my dad that if I went to high school he would get me home every weekend.  My mother’s 
sister was from Shelby, and I went to high school there.  Our ranch was 55 miles away. My 8 years of grade school 
was in Whitlash. My dad said if I would finish high school he would buy me a brand-new pickup.  I could see it was 
getting too hard for him to get me home every weekend, so I decided I didn’t need a brand-new pickup and bought 
a car instead.  In high school I only spent about 3 weekends there in Shelby.   So, my social life was pretty much at 
the ranch.  I would come home on weekends and feed cattle on Saturday and Sunday.  That was a real deal for me 
as I liked going to a Saturday night dance at Whitlash .  I always liked listening to Western music.  You know if I ever 
had another chance in this world I would learn to dance, I never learned to dance very well except square dancing 
in 4-H.  We had winters with a lot of snow.  No one had electricity in the country till 1951.  We did get a light plant on 
the ranch in 1948.  My family had card parties on weekends at different ranches.  There were pinocle parties that 
took 4 people to a table and there were 6 to 8 tables scattered throughout the house.  I learned to play pinocle 
pretty young when they needed another person.  

The community hall in Whitlash was built in 1918 and dances were held there every Saturday night. Many 
Canadians would come down as the border was lenient at that time.

After high school I stayed in a remote cabin three winters the months of January and February.  Here I fed cattle.  
We would feed with the work horse and a stone boat. A stone boat is two log skids maybe 8 feet long with a plank 
across them and boards across the plank.  A lot of people also picked rocks with them as they were only about a 
foot off the ground.  I stayed by myself and came home once a week to get some steak and potatoes.  The feeding 
would take about an hour and half, and I fed 
anywhere from 75 to 100 bales a day.  I started 
raking hay when I was 11 or 12 years old.  I 
didn’t like farming, but we had to do it as it was 
the way to get our hay.  We usually tried to have 
a half year supply extra on hand because we 
didn’t irrigate, this was dry land and still is.  We 
would usually put up about 5000 bales of wild 
hay and hoped to have a half a year supply left 
over for next year.  

Marias River Livestock Association



Continued “Doug Demarest”

Love Story
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We were always trailing cattle and I really liked that.  A good way to break 
a colt is to trail behind some cattle going to Chester which took 3 days.  
We always ran a cow/calf business until a few years ago.  We sold our 
cattle as help was hard to get, my son was not on the ranch at that time.  
We calved the 1st of April for years.  Most ranchers weren’t fixed up like 
they are now.  Heating up a calf meant taking it to the kitchen stove. The 
whole family worked very hard those years to keep this together. 
Especially my grandfather and dad.  In 1934 they decided to run spayed 
heifers.  This turned into quite a business.  Many years dad would spay 
over 5000 for people from the Rocky Mountain Front to Glasgow.  There 
weren’t many vets back then and this helped keep the ranch going through 
the tough years.  My sister encouraged dad to write things down about his 
life.   She self-published his book on his 89th birthday.  The book – 
“Cardboard Ponies to Bucking Horses” was a success.  I’m so glad to see 
our history preserved this way not to be forgotten.

My son Marty is on the ranch with me now.  My daughter Crystal 
lives in Shelby and stepdaughter Paula lives in Chester.  It’s nice to have 
my family nearby.

We lease most of our land for pasture grazing.  We have a few 
cows yet to raise beef for ourselves. There is always something to do but it 
seems like Marty, and I spend most our time fencing.  

NEW WEBSITE!   mariasriverlivestock.com



Producers gathered from around the state Monday, Dec. 6, 2021in Choteau to learn about five different 
types of guard dogs. The workshop, “Using Dogs to Reduce Conflicts in Rangeland Settings” was hosted 

by Rocky Mountain Front Ranchlands Group and Western Landowners Alliance. 

Recently, the Rocky Mountain Front (RMF) Ranchlands Group was formed to address shared challenges to 
the landscape, the most pressing of which is increasing conflicts between grizzly bears and livestock in 

the private and public lands of the region. The budding collaborative is a landowner-led effort that strives to 
support, maintain, and protect the livelihoods of those that ranch and farm on the Front, while seeking 
solutions to maintain space for the region’s wildlife. 

“We need a collective voice to address issues on the landscape,” Trina Jo Bradley, livestock producer, co-
founder and executive director of the RMF Ranchlands Group, said. “So many people in the world are too far 
removed from agriculture, and they need to be reminded of its importance. One of the goals of this group is to 
share our stories, struggles, and triumphs with the world so they have a better understanding of what life in 
the west is really like.”

To kick off their advocacy efforts, the RMF Ranchlands Group teamed up with the Western Landowners 
Alliance (WLA) to explore the diverse applications for using dogs to protect livestock and human safety on 

the Front.

“Dogs are a versatile tool for reducing conflicts in multiple rangeland settings: from the yard, to the pasture, to 
the open range,” said Mathew Collins, WLA’s Working Wild Challenge associate. “Yet, choosing the correct 
breed to fit your specific context and needs can be challenging.”

In order to highlight the diversity of uses for dogs to reduce conflict with wildlife, presentations and informal 
table conversations offered opportunities for producers to get to know multiple dog breeds and their owners 

and handlers. Speakers highlighted their experiences with guard and pursuit dogs (Airedale Terriers, Karelian 
Bear Dogs), directed dogs (Catahoulas), and livestock guardian dogs (Turkish Boz, Turkish Kengal, 
Komondor, Akbash, Anatolian Shepherd) to reduce conflicts with grizzly bears and wolves on working lands. 

Producers were also able to hear a presentation by Jared Beaver, wildlife specialist for Montana State 
University. Beaver talked about using technology to assist producers with wildlife control and quicker 

discovery of depredations. For more information, contact Beaver at jared.beaver@montana.edu.

George Edwards from the Livestock Loss Board talked about the new grant application that LLB has for 2022, 
as well as loss prevention toolkits and an explanation of what exactly the Livestock Loss Board does for 
producers. For more information, visit www.llb.mt.gov.
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CONFLICT WITH WILDLIFE - Dogs to protect livestock and human safety

Report by Trina Bradley

https://rockymountainfrontranchlands.org/
https://westernlandowners.org/
https://westernlandowners.org/
http://www.llb.mt.gov/


THE 2021 MRLA PRIME RIB TICKLER  
WAS ROCKIN!!

Gourmet
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2021 9TH ANNUAL RIB TICKLER REPORT  
By Becky Kimmet

Friends and neighbors from around the area 
gathered for a wonderful evening this past 

November bringing back the annual Rib Tickler Dinner 
for the ninth year.  Beautifully decorated tables with 
friendly faces welcomed everyone to the Shelby Civic 
Center for a night of a delicious meal by Dick Kinyon 
and Crew. The prime rib was outstanding with all the 
sides and dessert. The leaders and members of the 
Blazing Saddles 4-H Club once again provided 
excellent service for the meal.  With over 30 fantastic 
door prizes to give away, the program moved along 
recognizing some of the people in our communities 
who have helped with 4-H, County Extension Offices, 
Veterans, and we even had one birthday. Kyle Shobe 
with his group, The Walk ‘Em Boys, provided 
entertainment starting with the Live Auction that raised 
over $3000 for the MRLA Youth Activities and 
Sponsorships. Five of this past summer’s winners 
were present to give some personal comments on their 
projects and goals they have set for themselves. Wyatt 
Berkram, Preslee Flesch, and Delany Clark spoke with 
confidence and knowledge about their beef projects, 
and Ally Leach and Jordan Leach informed the 
audience about their sheep projects and achievements 
as well. The young people were very impressive and 
appreciated the support from the Association after 
participating for several years with their livestock.

Another highlight of the evening was the Live 
Auction. Kyle Shobe and some enthusiastic 

volunteers got the crowd excited about bidding on the 
high value items donated by some great people and 
businesses. From some beautiful artwork donated by 
Well Done, a framed limited edition poster from Select-
A-Catch, a lovely handmade tally book by J9 Designs, 
a handmade knife by local craftsman, Jody Martin, a 
handy cordless impact wrench from Conrad Building 
Center to the generous donation of items from 
Lewistown Auction and the Savage Axis 2XP rifle 
provided by MRLA, there was lots of bidding and great 
fun had by all. A huge thanks to all of our sponsors for 
the donations as well as sponsorships and bidders that 
helped make the Rib Tickler the tremendous success it 
was.

To top off the great time, once again Kyle Shobe 
and the Walk ‘Em Boys entertained and energized 

the audience and dance floor. It was hard to bring the 
music and dancing and visiting to an end for the night, 
but the time together with friends, neighbors, and 
family made the event a great experience and warm 
memory for all who could come. And we can’t wait until 
next year to do it again, bigger and better!

The Board of Directors work very hard for this event 
every year and realize the importance of a time of 
reflection and celebration for all of our blessings. 
Thank you to Dean Lerum-president, Clayton Gernaat- 
vice-president, Carrie Lerum- secretary, Chris Kimmet- 
Toole Co. director, Bob Thompson- Liberty Co. 
director, Lance Stokes- Pondera Co. director, and Jeff 
Habets- At-Large director.
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Not a member yet?  Fill out the form and send it in
Join or renew your membership 

Calving  is coming so 
Make it easy on yourself! 

Recipe by Diana Thompson 

TERIYAKI MEATLOAF (MICROWAVE) 
2 LBS HAMBURGER

1 CUP BREADCRUMBS

2 EGGS, BEATEN

1/2 CUP CHOPPED ONION

1/2 CUP CHOPPED GREEN PEPPERS

1 T SOY SAUCE

2 T BROWN SUGAR

2 T LIME OR LEMON JUICE

3/4 TSP. GINGER

BASTING SAUCE: 1T SOY SAUCE AND 1T BROWN 
SUGAR

LIGHTLY COMBINE THE HAMBURGER, 
BREADCRUMBS, EGGS, ONION, GREEN PEPPERS, 
SOY SAUCE, LIME OR LEMON JUICE, BROWN 
SUGAR, AND GINGER.  SPOON INTO A GLASS PAN.  
BAKE 15 MINUTES, TURNING YOUR PAN AT LEAST 
ONCE.  BLEND BASTING SAUCE AND SPOON OVER 
THE MEATLOAF.  BAKE 8 TO 10 MINUTES.  WHEN 
DONE SPOON REMAINING SAUCE OVER MEATLOAF.

CAPTION
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When collecting samples, ranchers need to make sure they are actually 
representing the whole field. Dr. Grebliunas says this is necessary to 
reduce variability, “otherwise you get outliers that skew your data.” 
Collecting in this way helps you get enough samples at random spots to 
mute out any outliers that could affect your lab results. He also mentions 
that, “it’s not just the number of samples- it’s also that they are 
throughout the whole field. If you don't think you sampled enough- 
sample more.” This also applies to sampling bales of hay. You want to get 
a sample form 10- 20% of the bales. 

He also says for samples you should take the cutting a bit above the 
ground. The very bottom of the plant has the most nitrates but is not the 
part of the plant eaten by the animals or cut by a swather so can be left 
out of the sample. Then you can dry out your sample to help preserve it. 

you can dry out your sample to help preserve it. “Dry the sample of the plant in the sun or put it in the oven at 100  degrees for 
a few minutes” says Dr. Grebliunas. 
So, once you send in your collection of samples that accurately represent the whole of your forage supply, you will get a report 
back from the lab. This report has several values to help a rancher make feeding decisions. Dr. Grebliunas explained a few 
important ones and how to use the information.  
Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF) measures the parts of the plant that are least digestible. So, this value tells you how much of the 
plant is hard to digest. High ADF means little digestible energy (think straw). Low ADF means it’s mostly easy to digest and 
has more digestible energy available (like Alfalfa). 
Neutral Detergent Fibers (NDF) values look at the plant’s development and how digestible it is. As a plant grows it has more of 
the hard-to-digest component (more stem). The leaves are typically the more easily digested parts and there is less leaf 
compared to stem over time. The more digestible the plant, the quicker cattle can eat and pass it so, their intake of the plants 
is high. The less digestible the plant is, the longer it takes the cattle to digest it so they feel full longer and have a lower intake 
of food. Simply put: high NDF means low intake.  
Crude protein: this is an estimation of the nitrogen available in the plant to create protein. This is important to understand 
since protein has a relationship with bloat. This protein is in the plant cells. Some time there will be more of it available after 
freezes because the freeze bursts the cells and releases the protein. That’s why alfalfa after a frost can be more risky and 
cause bloating. Ash content is a measure of mineral content (P,K,Mg,Ca, etc). Straw has low ash content. Alfalfa has high ash 
content. Crude fat is the high-energy content in the plant/feed and varies a lot by feed type.  
Lastly Dr. Grebliunas covered one of the biggest areas of concern during drought: Nitrate issues. “Nitrate goes down as a 
plant matures because it is using it to make protein and grow. Nitrate levels are highest in the stem, low in leaves, lowest in 
head. They also have the least nitrates at peak sunlight because they are converting to protein the most while they have the 
sun's energy.” He suggests cutting at about noon so that you have less nitrates. Also to get samples when testing for nitrate 
levels in the morning while they have the highest amount. He explains that heat stress reduces the plants ability to make 
protein out of the Nitrates so the plant stores it at high levels. You see this during drought and smoke haze because of the lack 
of water and sun.  

Dr. Grebliunas had lots more to share and welcomes all questions. You can reach him at  
Brian Grebliunas, PhD 
North Border Analytics, LLC.   (406)344-0001 
Owner/Operator

Lessons on Forage Testing - Report by Ainsley Rothschild -  
Blackfeet Stockgrowers Association 

With a hard year of drought raising hay prices and nitrates in forage, ranchers need to be more strategic than ever when it 
comes to feeding.  Many use the services of labs to test the quality of their forage to help them understand the best way to 

use the feed they have. It can hard though  to know how to interpret those reports, and how to be sure they are accurate. As 
part of their “Drought Management for Cattle” workshop series, the Marias River Livestock Association Hosted Brian 

Grebliunas, PhD. Dr. Grebliunas owns and operates North Border Analytics, a lab focuses on the analysis of soil, water, and 
crops or forage for ranchers throughout Montana. He walked the Marias River Livestock Association and their guests 

through the best forage sampling methods, how to understand the reports, and nitrate issues so that ranchers make the 
most informed decision when using a lab service. 



WWW.MARIASRIVERLIVESTOCK.COM 

P. O. Box 1072 
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