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THE POST RIDER 

We’re makin’ room to dance in answer to 
one of the suggestions we heard after last 
year’s Prime Rib and Rib Tickler Event.  
 
Expect the same good cooking and 
delicious Prime Rib meal by Dick Kinyon.   
Have a good time socializing with your 
neighbors and friends and then bid a little 
for the Youth Fund Auctions. THEN either 
sit back and enjoy or get up and dance to 
Kyle Shobe and the Walk’em Boys. 
 

SO MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 
5:30 PM No Host Cocktail Social Hour 
6:30 PM Prime Rib Dinner Is Served 

 
Membership Renewal and Bull Bucks 

entry will be at the door  
for those who need it. 

 
Tickets $30 for Dinner and  

Epic Entertainment 
 

Ticket Sales Start October 10th 
 

Contact Rick & Lana Schock 
937-6400 
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WE’RE MOVING  
                    THE  
                           TABLES! 

At The 
Prime Rib and Rib Tickler 

 We are excited to have Kyle Shobe and the Walk’em 
Boys back to emcee and entertain this year.  Plan on 
a good time. 
Photo by Trina Jo Bradley 
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Marias River Livestock  
Membership Application 

DATE_________________ 
	
NAME_____________________________________________________________	
	
	
MAILING	ADDRESS_______________________________________________	
	
_____________________________________________________________________	
	
TELEPHONE	______________________________________________________	
	
EMAIL	ADDRESS	
_____________________________________________________________________	
	
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:        Marias River Livestock Association   

                                          Carrie Sue Lerum  
          PO Box 56   

                   Galata, Mt 59444 
 

Active Membership is per individual not per ranch or corporation.   
This a new membership ____ 
This is a renewal _____ 

 
____ Active Member $50 
Any individual 18 years of age or older, active in the livestock 
production industry in the counties of Glacier, Liberty, 
Pondera, or Toole, Montana is eligible for active membership 
in the Marias River Livestock Association 
 
____ Youth Member $10   
 Youth are under 18 years of age and interested in learning 
about livestock production, promoting the livestock industry 
and willing to volunteer 5 hours a year. 
 
____ Associate Member $50 
An individual, firm, corporation or partnership, no matter 
where it’s or his/her place of business or residence may be 
eligible for non-voting Associate Membership 

 

Why do we have a membership meeting and 
the Prime Rib and Rib Tickler event?? 
 
Well, Marias River Livestock Association by-
laws state that we will have two membership 
meetings each year.  The fall one is where the 
elections for officers and board members are 
held and it is scheduled to happen prior to 
most of the larger state agriculture 
organization’s annual meetings so that we 
can make them aware of whatever issues we 
see need of being addressed.    
 
The other part of the conversation is also it is 
hard to have a fun event like the Rib Tickler 
and hold a business meeting at the same 
time.  Bob Thompson and Marvin Kimmet are 
working on lining up some interesting 
speakers for the Annual Meeting at this time 
but don’t have any confirmations, please 
watch your e-mail and the Marias River 
Livestock Association Facebook page for 
updates. 
 
If you have interest in being an officer or 
director for the Association give Butch 
Gillespie a call (406) 949-4453 
 

Fall Membership 
Meeting 

 
Monday, October 3, 2016 

 
No host Social 5:00 PM  

 

Meeting will start 6:00PM 
 

Marias River Livestock 
Association 

Fall Membership Meeting 
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 Jesse Wallewien expresses her opinion of having 
Grizzlies in the Sweetgrass Hills and unfortunately 

an empty trap.  Multiple traps and snares were 
placed at McEwen’s but the bears were not caught.  

 
Mike Hoggan, USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Services (not 

to be confused with Montana FWP) arrived 
quickly after McEwen called him concerned that 
the kills were not coyotes. Wildlife Services (WS) 
was able to verify it was grizzly bear or bears 
through tracks, scat and kill pattern. WS used 

some of the killed animals as bait by putting up 
snow fence around the kill and then foot snares 
in the openings. WS was also required to pull all 

the M44 coyote killers in the area on both 
McEwen’s and the neighbors to prevent an 

accidental killing of a grizzly with them. (There is 
only one recorded incidental taking of a grizzly 
bear with an M44.)  The removal of these tools 

leaves the sheep more prone to coyote kills. 

 

This photo comes from Joe Fretheim. This heifer calf was born in 

February and weighed about 350-400 lbs. The Monday after Father's 

Day, Joe's son went to check cows and found this heifer with the 

large wound.  

Fretheim called Mike Hoggan, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services (better 

known as State Trapper) and had him come take a look. There were 

claw marks that indicated a Grizzly Bear attack. Fretheim checked 

with veterinarian Hardee Clark but it would be highly expensive to 

try to salvage the heifer and so she was put down.  

Joe Fretheim states that his cattle are on Miller's Bottom, an area 

South of Devon and about 1 mile from the start of Lake Elwell. He 

says it is flat and treeless, just not an area where you would expect 

bears to be. The bear was not found or captured. 

There have been reports of Grizzly Bears on the Lake and in the area. 

Please stay alert if you are out on Tiber/Lake Elwell.   

If you see a Grizzly please call 1-800-TIPMONT.  If an animal has 

been killed or injured please call Mike Hoggan at (406) 289-0492 
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Lamb Promotion 
Award Winner 

 

Not every 4-Her brings an animal 
to the Marias Fair but that does 
not prevent them from being able 
to promote the livestock industry 
in other forms.  
 
The Marias River Livestock 
Association is pleased to 
announce the winner of our very 
first Lamb Promotion Award. This 
award is presented to youth 
participating in the 
demonstrations at the Marias 
Fair. Awards were based on a 
combination of the 4-H judges 
score and the MRLA Judges' score 
for depth of knowledge on the 
topic that the demonstration was 
about.  
 
Delaney Clark presented her 
demonstration, "Lamb is Good for 
Ewe", at the Marias Fair and also 
gave attendees a recipe to take 
home. Delaney did a very good 
job and we are very excited to 
present this award to her. It was 
well deserved!  
 
Presenting a plaque and a check 
for $50 was Carrie Sue 
Lerum. Jesse Ann Wallewein and 
Maggie Nutter are also on the 
committee that started this 
award. 
 

 
Delaney Clark Receives award  
for her Lamb Demonstration   

“Lamb is Good for Ewe”  
from Carrie Lerum on behalf of MRLA. 
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 Who’s holding up 
Grizzly Delisting? 
 
Let’s just start this conversation by saying removal 
from the Endangered Species List is a long complex 
process that’s difficult and is compounded by the 
lawsuits brought forward by Non-governmental 
Organizations who wish to save the planet and plants, 
animals and environment from decline or change.  
 
Repeatedly the stated goal of the US FWS has been to 
recover the grizzly bear population in the lower 48 
states and delist the ecosystems one by one, returning 
the management to the States where possible.  The 
biggest obstacle is lawsuits. Lawsuits that not only 
“save the world/bear” but lawsuits that fill the NGO’s 
attorneys pockets with obscene amount of taxpayer’s 
dollars through the Equal Access to Justice Act.  
 
In the case of the Great Yellowstone Stone Ecosystem 
there are multiple entities such as Forest service, 
National Parks and the Idaho, Montana and Wyoming 
fish and game departments. Though the tribes do not 
have to sign the GYE MOU or documents they do have 
to be consulted as the bears are a sacred resource.  In 
the Northern Continental Divide Eco System there is 
the US Forest Service, Montana FWP, National Parks 
Service, BLM, Montana Department of Natural 
Resources, US FWS and the tribal councils of the 
Blackfeet Nation and the Confederated Salish Kootenai 
Tribe.   Any or all of these entities are open to 
lawsuits.  
 
“Wyoming’s plan was challenged in June by the Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Humane Society 
of the United States (HSUS) when they, along with a 
Wyoming wildlife filmmaker, filed a lawsuit claiming 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission (WYFC) 
didn’t allow proper time for public comment on the 
plan. (See June 20, WLJ) Those environmental groups 
are voicing their opposition again with a lawsuit filed 
Aug. 12, claiming the Montana Fish and Wildlife 
Commission (MFWC) acted illegally to “fast-track” 
grizzly bear hunting regulations, making many of the 
same claims against Montana as they did against 
WYFC. Joining CBD and HSUS in the Montana suit is 
Bozeman, MT, resident Clint Nagel, a retired U.S. 
Geological Survey employee and long-time advocate 
for Greater Yellowstone wildlife. 
The plaintiffs claim they were denied access to the full 
content of the regulations, unlawfully limiting their 
ability to voice informed opinions on the plan….. 

Ken McDonald, MFWP Wildlife Division Administrator 
told WLJ the steps followed by the MFWC met all legal 
requirements for public notice and opportunity to 
review and comment. He emphasized that the action 

taken in May was to meet the requirement in the federal 
proposed rule to have a regulatory component in place 
as a condition of delisting. 
 
“It was clearly stated at the commission meeting that 
the adoption of the regulations last month did not 
authorize any take of bears—it simply approved a 
proposed framework for how a hunting season would be 
structured IF [emphasis added] one were to be 
implemented once they were delisted” said McDonald. 
He added that before that could happen, MFWP would 
need to revisit with the commission on, at a minimum, 
actual quotas, and possibly other tweaks. “Before any 
hunting season happens, there will be at least one more 
commission process to set quotas, and that process will 
also involve a proposal, public comment, and final 
approval, or not,” Mc- Donald told WLJ”   
https://wlj.net/article-permalink-13240.html 
 
Another Lawsuit by two other NGOs against the 
National Park System— 
“Fighting a National Park Service decision to relinquish 
its authority to protect wildlife at Grand Teton National 
Park, National Parks Conservation Association and the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition filed a lawsuit today. The 
lawsuit stems from a decision by the National Park 
Service to turn over its authority to the State of 
Wyoming to oversee hunting on some lands within 
Grand Teton.”  

NPA website bit.ly/2bddrZ6 
 
A recent High Country News Article highlights concerns 
expressed by Yellowstone National Park Superintendent, 
Dan Wenk.  What they don’t mention is that the 
“Framework “ for Grizzly bear hunts by each State has 
been written, put out for public comment and approved.  
In Montana if a hunting season is actually activated the 
quotas will be put out for public comment as are other 
species like mountain lions and wolves.   
 
“As the meeting went on, disagreement among federal 
and state players quickly emerged. Dan Wenk, 
superintendent of Yellowstone National Park and one of 
the few federal officials to express concern about a 
rapid delisting, questioned where hunting would take 
place; Wenk advocates for keeping hunting away from 
the park’s boundaries when possible and directing it 
instead toward bear-human conflict zones. The 
superintendent also asked at the meeting how bears 
would be managed in the future if a better population 
estimator emerged (bears are notoriously difficult to 
count). In their letter, the states declined to establish 
rules surrounding hunting seasons prior to delisting. 
As a signatory on the Conservation Strategy, the 
National Park Service hopes such issues will be resolved 
in the next three to four weeks, but Wenk said he 
thought a November deadline would still be “very 
ambitious.” Although the final approval of the National 
Park Service or that of any other signators is not 
mandatory, a lack of interagency support may give 
environmental groups more fodder for lawsuits 

following a delisting.” HCN  bit.ly/2bncxel 
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 You may have driven by a thousand times and not noticed the 
facilities for Big Sky Wholesale Seeds.  It isn’t the buildings that make 
this company special; It is the seed and specifically the gentics that 
make that seed so usable in the western United States. 
 
It will be thirty years this spring since Jay Hould purchased Big Sky 
Wholesale Seeds.  When asked what change he has noticed the most 
over the last 30 years, Jay states, “It’s the Genetics in the seed.  They 
have improved tremendously. When peas became popular we worked 
to get peas that were more upright and made for this area.  The 
grasses, grains and legumes all have vastely improved genetics and 
growth potential.” 
 
Most of the seed that Hould sells is grown via contracts with local 
farmers and some farmers in Canada.  The seed is harvested then 
brought to the Big Sky facility to be processed and either bagged or 
put in totes. Samples are sent to accredited seed labs to get 
germination testing done and each batch is marked accordingly.   
 
The seed is sold both wholesale to other seed companies and retail to 
local farmers and companies that do reclaimation projects. Custom 
blends are mixed on order for cover crops, annual forage or perennial 
hay mixes. Big Sky also distributes certified organtic seed. 
 
Aproximately 80% of  the Big Sky’s seed is sold in the western United 
States and aproximately 20% is exported.  Hould has shipped to EU, 
China, Japan, Australia, Argentina and more. In Montana 80% of the 
wheat grown is exported to countries all over the world.  Hould’s 
company is the start of that export chain by providing the seed for 
cereal crops, legums and grass.  
 
Get a hold of Jay at 406-434-5011 or drive on out to visit and get a 
look at the place.  After 30 years Jay has a wealth of knowledge to 
share.  
 

 
It will be 30 years ago this spring 
that Jay Hould purchased Big Sky 
Wholesale Seeds in Shelby MT. 
A lot changes over thirty years and 
Jay states the biggest change he has 
seen is the huge improvement of 
the seed genetics. When legumes 
and peas became a alternative crop 
in Montana, Jay worked at getting 
new varieties that would produce 
and be harvestable in the western 
United States.  

 
My husband and I experimented with some annual forage 
mix this year from Big Sky Seeds.   
 
The mixed forage crop to the side was planted intending to 
be grazed by cattle in late summer or fall.  Due to the 
desire for a little extra hay we cut and bailed it.  We had 
had a pretty dry summer and the grass and hay fields 
produced less than half of normal.  
 
You can see the peas are very upright on the stem. The mix 
also included forage oats, barley and triticale. You can’t 
see them but radishes and millet were also in the mix.  

Maggie Nutter 
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Ryan Rauscher 
Conrad Area Biologist, MT FWP 
(406) 271-7033 
 
It is easy to look at charts and graphs and mistakenly 
think that hunting regulations have remained constant 
though time.  However, regulations can be and often are 
dynamic.  The Sweetgrass Hills are no exception.  A brief 
description of the changing nature of elk hunting 
regulations allows a better understanding of the 
relationship between harvest and survey data.   
 
The Sweetgrass Hills elk herd has been hunted since 
1965 when only 5 either-sex permits were offered.  As 
the population gradually increased, numbers of permits 
were also increased.  During the 1990’s elk numbers 
grew more rapidly accompanied by more licenses and 
permits. 
 
As elk numbers continued to grow, a new management 
approach was created in 2001.  Three two-week 
antlerless elk hunting periods beginning on October 15 
and ending on November 25 were instituted.  This 
strategy resulted in increased elk harvested from the 
West Buttes area.  Post season surveys also showed a 
decrease in observed elk numbers. 
 

Antlerless permit were set at 100 and 30 either-sex 
permits were issued in 2003.  An additional 40 A-7 
antlerless licenses were inserted then as well.  A-7 
antlerless licenses were dropped in 2004.   
Antlerless permits were increased to 150 in 2007.  
Additional antlerless permits types were added, yet 
like elsewhere in the state elk numbers began to 
significantly increase and a new management 
approach was once again needed.  For the 2014 
season, antlerless elk could be harvested on a 
general license and a second antlerless elk could be 
harvested on with a regional elk b-license. 
 
In 2014, total elk harvest almost doubled the 
previous year.  The highest elk harvest in the 
Sweetgrass hills occurred last season.  Also in 
2015, survey data indicated a slight drop in the 
number of elk observed, the first reduction in 
observed elk since 2008.  While elk numbers are 
still significantly over objective, the last two 
seasons have shown movement in a positive 
direction.  
 
It is important to remember harvest is influenced 
by many factors.  Access and weather are two 
major factors that can have a large affect on 
harvest.  With continued liberal regulations, access 
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it takes to load if you have everything sorted and ready to 
go. The driver is down to 12 hours of service and still has 14 
hours of driving! A meal or pee stop will take more time.   
 
Whereas in the past the trucker would load, get in and go 
deliver your calves and then take a sleep, he will now have 
to plan for a 10 hour stop during which he must unload the 
cattle. Unloading cattle is time on duty so if he doesn’t stop 
early he will be working past his 14 hours.  Then he will 
need 10 hours continuous time off duty.  It will take two 
days and one unloading minimum to get the cattle from 
ranch to feedlot where in the past it happened in less than 
24 hours.  
   
The mandatory rest stops tie up the trucker with unpaid 
time and he can’t get back home or to the next load pick up 
so he is losing even more money due to poor turnaround 
time.  Truckers won’t want long haul livestock loads.   
 
Stressed cattle’s immune system is already weakened.  There
is a high risk of exposing cattle to bacteria that is in the soil 
at the off load or disease other cattle there will carrying.  
Stopping is not recommended by the BQA. 
 
We are already receiving a lower price here in the north due 
to shipping distance, but feedlots are just not going to want 
to bid on cattle that will be enduring days of stress and 
exposure to unknown health risks on the way to their lots.  
 
Tim O’Byrne, livestock industry, litigation consult and editor 
of Working Ranch Magazine, who is Lead Contact for 
American Cattle Transporters Advisory Group will be giving 
an update on the newer regulations that will be imposed on 
Bull Haulers next year and action steps we can all take to get 
exemptions to these rules for livestock during the Cattle 
Producer Forum, Sept 10, Billings MT.   
 
Check it out www.cattlemensmeeting.com  
Contact Tim o’Byrne, American Cattle Transporters Advisory 
Group   (702) 566-1456 or calico@handlingcattle.com 
 

The Sleeper Issue That 
Is Going to Affect More 

Than Just Truckers 
 
First let’s just look at where we live: Northern 
Montana!  We are pretty much hundreds of miles 
from any big US feedlot.  Google map a few close 
feedlots and see what the estimated travel time is. 
 

Weborg Feedlot, Nebraska 13h 55m 

Van Meter Fee Yard, Iowa 18h 27 m 

S & B Feedyard, Iowa 18h 10m 

Sherman County Feed Yard, Kansas 15h 58 m 

 
Now consider what your cattle would look like if it 
took 2 to 3 days to get them to those feedlots 
getting unloaded once or twice in strange feed 
yards and mingling with other cattle.   Bet there 
would be a snotty nose or two in the herd if not 
outright deaths.   
 
THAT my friends is what we could be looking at if 
there is not a waiver for livestock haulers to the 
new electronic log book and mandatory 10 hour 
rests after 14 hours of service regulations  
published by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration that are set to be enforced starting 
in December 2017.   
 
Look at the approximately 14 hour drive to 
Weborg Feedlot.  Subtract the hour it takes a truck 
to get to your ranch on shipping day and the hour 
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Garrett Fritz, received MRLA Grand 
Champion Bred Heifer Project Award 

presented by Lindsey Habets. 

Wyatt Berkram, received MRLA Reserve 
Champion Bred Heifer Project Award 

presented by Lindsey Habets. 

Coalter Littrell, received MRLA Reserve 
Champion Cow/Calf pair project award 

presented by Lindsey Habets. 

JR Seewald received MRLA Grand 
Champion Cow/Calf Pair Project Award 

presented by Lindsey Habets 

MRLA 
Beef Breeding  
Project Awards  
for the  
2016 Marias Fair 

 Each year Marias River Livestock Association holds a 
youth fund auction at the Prime Rib and Rib Tickler. 
The funds from that auction go to encouraging and 
awarding 4‐H members participating in the Beef 
Breeding Project.  The awards are based not only on 
confirmation of the animal but also on the knowledge 
of the 4‐H member planning and selecting animals for 
herd production. The competition continues to grow 
and we are glad to see all the participants learning 
about beef production.  
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BULL BUCKS PLUS 2016 
Participating Producers 

 
Apex Angus - Sale March 1, 2016  
www.apexangus.com 
 
Bobcat Angus - Sale Nov 23, 2016 
www.bobcatangus.com 
 
Curry Cattle Inc - 279-3561  
Replacement Angus females 
 
Diamond D Angus - Sale Nov 2016, Spring Private Treaty 
www.diamonddangus.com 
 
Diemert Ranch Herefords - 432-3412 
www.ngrbulls.com/diemert_ranch_herefords.htm 
 
Enneberg Angus Ranch - 845-4901  
 
Flesch Angus - Sale March 2016  
www.fleschangus.com 
 
Gillespie Show Cattle - 337-2943 or 949-4453 
www.gillespieshowcattle.com 
 
Hawks Angus - Private Treaty  432-5355 
www.hawksangus.com 
 
Holden Hereford - Sale March 2016 
www.holdenherefords.com 
 
Kicking Horse Ranch Gelbvieh - Sale March 2016 
www.kickinghorseranch.com 
 
Superior Livestock Video Auction - 450-4586 
www.superiorlivestock.com 
 
Tomsheck Angus – April 6, 2016 in Nebraska, 
 937-3726  www.blackranchesinc.com 
 
Timber Coulee Columbia – 937-2775 
 
Turner Angus - 434-2823  
www.TurnerAngus.com   
 

 

Anti Trapping and 
Snaring Initiative I-177 
Qualified for This Fall 
 
Four Ballot Initiative qualified to be on the Montana 
voter’s ballot this fall. Ranchers may take particular 
interest in Initiative 177 (I-177) which is officially 
supported by Montanans for Trap Free Public Lands.  
This is the third time this initiative has been tried and 
it finally gathered the required signatures to get on 
the ballot. It seems like short and simple verbiage, 
but in that simplicity lurks sever problems for 
livestock producers and trappers.  
 
Montana is 37 percent public land. Obviously people 
are not trapping on National Parks but for ranchers 
the removal of being able to control predators on 
school sections and other lands would be costly and 
inconvenient. 
 
I-177 clearly states that it will cost the State money as 
they will have increased wolf management costs and 
need MORE full time employees for FWP. I-177 also 
states there will be lost revenue for the MFWP due to 
lost trapping license sales. 
 
Notice on this excerpt of I-177 text “trapping by 
public employees and their agents” the word snaring 
is not included. The word snaring is included in the 
first sentence “I-177 generally prohibits the use of 
traps and snares for animals on any public lands 
within Montana.” 
 
Trapping and snaring is not the same thing.   This 
would mean that USDA, APHIS, Wildlife Service ( you 
may call him the State Trapper) would not be allowed 
to use foot snare on Grizzly bears, basically 
eliminating the only affective capture tool WS has.  
Bear that have been captured in a culver trap for 
population monitoring or nuisance bear conflicts are 
very difficult if not impossible to catch in a culvert a 
second time.  In our area WS captures almost all 
conflict bears using foot snares.  Foot snares are 
more portable, less expensive and more can be set up 
in an area than would be practical for culvert trap 
use.  Modern foot snare are humane and in most 
cases non-damaging which allows for release of 
animals that are to be relocated or released on the 
spot after chip, tag and collar.  
 

Stumbling on snares  cont pg 11 
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Save the Date 
 
 
Sept 8 & 9 Women Stepping Forward 

Big Horn Resort, Billings  
 www.womensteppingforward.org 
           
Sept 9 & 10 U.S. Cattlemen’s Meeting and Producer Forum 

Big Horn Resort, Billings 
www.cattlemensmeeting.com 

 
Sept 14, 15, 16 MT Sheep Seminar Ewe Sale and Ram Sale 

Miles City  
www.mtsheep.org 

 
Oct 3 MRLA Fall Membership Meeting   

www.MariasRiverLivestock.com 
 
Nov 12 MRLA Prime Rib and Rib Tickler  
 www.MariasRiverLivestock.com 
 
Nov 13- 16 Montana Farm Bureau Convention 
 Crowne Plaza & Northern Hotels, Billings 
 www.mfbf.org 
 
Dec 1-3 Montana Woolgrowers Convention 
 Billings MT 

www.mtsheep.org 
 
Dec 7-9 Montana Stockgrowers Convention 
 Billings MT  
 www.mtbeef.org 
 
Jan 27 & 28 Montana’s Next Generation Conference 
 

The other issue is even if MFWP and other 
public employees can trap what are the 
nonlethal methods of management that must 
have been used prior to their being able to use 
traps.  For how long? What documentation 
would we need to prove it?  What is considered 
affective and ineffective?   
 
That condition could be highly limiting.  In the 
case of the McEwen’s sheep losses, guard dogs 
were in place but would they count as non-
lethal method?  Grizzly bears had not been in 
the area for generations. Why would ranchers 
here be using non-lethal deterrent methods for 
animals that they don’t expect in the area? 
There was no reason. The limiting WS ability to 
trap bears only if non-lethal method had been 
tried prior would mean no management actions 
could be taken for all areas the bears are just 
now moving into.  Wolves also move in 
unexpected. People just cannot predict that 
they will show up.  
 
Please discuss this with your friends, family 
and neighbors asking them to vote NO on 
initiative I-177. Here is the Actual full text of 
Initiative from Secretary of State website: 
 
BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR INITIATIVE NO. 177  
A LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 
 I-177 generally prohibits the use of traps and 
snares for animals on any public lands within 
Montana and establishes misdemeanor criminal 
penalties for violations of the trapping 
prohibitions. I-177 allows the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks to use 
certain traps on public land when necessary if 
nonlethal methods have been tried and found 
ineffective. I-177 allows trapping by public 
employees and their agents to protect public 
health and safety protect livestock and 
property, or conduct specified scientific and 
wildlife management activities. I-177, if passed 
by the electorate, will become effective 
immediately.  
 
I-177 reduces approximately $61,380 of state 
funds annually, resulting from a loss of 
trapping license revenue. In addition, the state 
will incur other costs associated with 
monitoring wolf populations and hiring 
additional full-time employees at the 
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 

 

Stumbling  from pg 10 



 
 
 
  

Marias River Livestock 
Association  

72 Sweetgrass Hills Rd 
Sweet Grass, MT 59484 

Phone: 
406-937-2751 

E-Mail: 
nutter@northerntel.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.MariasRiverLivestock.com 

For updates see us on 
Facebook. 

Motto 
Honoring the Past 

Protecting the Future 

Thank You! 
To the sponsors of this issue of the  

Post Rider Newsletter 


